In the larger municipalities, medical officers of health and sanitary inspectors have been provided under rules laid down by the local government for some years, and these public health staffs have been able to reduce enormously the death rate from the above epidemic diseases. They have not been able to effect much improvement in the general death rate, as with the best will in the world, no medical officer of health can produce any effect on the general death rate of a town when money is lacking to spend on reconstruction in these towns, thus abolishing the extremely unhealthy housing conditions which now exist in the crowded mohallas of all Indian cities.
In the districts, statistics, such as they are, tend to prove that the general death rate, excluding the epidemic death rate, is much lower than in towns; as the inhabitants of the villages, although living in unhygienic surroundings from many points of view, are not exposed to the greatest of all the disadvantages of living in towns in India, i.e., gross overcrowding. It is therefore obvious that efforts to 
